OUR CURRICULUM 1S CONSIDERED “EMERGENT” AND
CENTERS ON IDEAS AND TOPICS, WHICH ARE DERIVED
DIRECTLY FROM THE CHILDREN"S INTERESTS AND PASSIONS.
THESE IDEAS AND TOPTCS ARE THEN EXPLORED THROUGH
IN-DEPTH INVESTIGATIONS, OR “PROTECTS.” PROJECTS
INVOLVE HANDS-ON INVESTIGATIONS WHICH TNCORPORATE
RESEARCH, FLELD TRIPS, WORKING WITH A VARIETY OF
MEDIUMS AND SEEKING ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF TEACHING CERTAIN ESSENTIAL CORE
DEVELOPMENTAL SKILLS EACH YEAR, OUR CURRICULUM IS
NEVER PRE-PLANNED AND CHANGES FROM YEAR TO YEAR.
THIS APPROACH ENCOURAGES OUR TEACHERS TO OBSERVE AND
T0 LISTEN TO THE CRILDREN AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, T0
[NTEGRATE THELR IDEAS INTO THE CURRICULUM. THIS IS AN
EXAMPLE OF JUST THAT!
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ANOTE FROM
The Blue Room Teachers..

(e day  friend mentioned that they ivee on the 64th foor! This
startel an animated discussion amongst the Blue Roomers. $o that
everyone could see, we graphed what floor each Blue Roomer lves
on.The children found their name and floor number on the graph
(ur graph showed us that some children live near the ground
while other children ‘ive way up high i the couds'! Did you know
that some children only take an elevator to gt to their apartmen,
some children only take thestars, while some ehidren need 0 taie
both!




After reading "My House” by Rebecca fmb e Roone
on a Scavenger Hunt in their homes. We learned that everyone by
windows, a toilet (some ave twol), a bathtub, a refrigerator, a be

)

Dlankets, pillows, a table, and a sofa. We lso learned that ot everyon
has plants, a crib, or an elevator. We compiled all the scavenger hun
Torms together to create  class book. This way, the children can see whil

their home has in common with that of their friend's.




isblue. I'm making the
| e all the way up top.” — \
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{ (, “My building has three windows and \ ha |
| trees” ~Ellje 1
m / Tlive in New York City. My windowsare | {ED
Tthas sa many windows. | haye 2,
windows. | live on 3+

I adeltion to sharing the floor we ive on, how we get up to our apartment, and whatls
I our home we also alked about what the outside of our building looks kel Each Blug
Roomer had the opportunity to draw their apartment building. They took great care i
adding windows, doors (complete with harles), aroof, grass, rain,and even a CUS (whit

they see when looking out theirvindow). We are talking about how our apartments are
smilar and how they are different,

4
|
| “There is grass outside. It is very tall.” — ]
Jamie

-y building has 12 floors- s ’,”:‘
[ s Nwid 7, that's so men
Svetlan

\
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Tourther our “Where Do We Live" project, the chil
Greated an entire city of homes! Using an assortmenty
recycled and collage materials the children construct
eight separate buildings. As the children were word
together, they decided on what color paint to use d
where to.add the windows and doors. We took multy [SEES ey
trips 0 the Art oo o collect an assortment| VR \/ 24 J;
 materials that the children could use as the "Dricks -~
il b ding, windows, doors, and decoraton
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m aecorating this
0uilding because it

fieeds to be decorated."

because | love looking at towers
and tall buildings in the city

" decorated
its0it looks
peautifull
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‘Brendan i going to bring sand from el _=
into the building. We need tovaeuumtoget§
the sand out”

“Now the bulding s
beautiful




With the final addition of the streets and avenuies our
community is completel AlL e Blue Roomers in 56
believe that it should be called Maya Land. Our friends
i S created their very own versionof New York iy




g /1
Qe city which simly began ith s N

one cardboard box and some red § s

.

2 'if«ky

.

(DainC 15 now a busy metropolis */3 o

o e L
comptete with buss, s people, (NN
and lots of animals e




| "Atree house
| for me and my
 brother Toby!"

"tsanigloo
It cold
inside”

Uver the st fow weeks we have been exploring
OM 0wn homes. This week we are exploring the Taisle My House
et ypes o homes found arurd shewarld
Aier eading "Thi My House” by Arthur Dorros
the children yepe Inspired to recreate some of
e i o o e

/" "Thisis a tower, A
polie officer i way
up high because she's
Keeping people s




: fyetlana, Reator, and Keira are
mying to agree Of what fh
syctureshould be. At one poirt

macﬂgmh th the dd‘ jon
b ofallthe cars Mr‘amwred intoa
gaage. finally, s it grew taler

B o talrit became 3 tower!

aFatinm nas i g i B et +| 2
Station nearoy S0 they G0 "J14 ask TNe poucema

\H /e

which train they would ne eed 0 et back o N

Mason and Caleb built a loading place and the
| veople arestanding there waiting




¢ made a fouse,
| There is a room for §
Mommy and Daddy,
) oom-for.me.and for _
| Pippa. Ithas  Ktchen SRS
and a bathroom. It has. ‘
manyﬂoors!';fiig %

A walk-way 5o we

can just walk S
- around Maya Land /"’“ 1@7"‘”5 ?

| | , WY
Lome on, you can .{ <l

walk with us tool”

Jimie built NYC using
Bristle Blocks, Lok IS SN

inbow, st it S0 [ Y
\ pretty! , " |







What other types of homes can
we build? Perhaps, a water
building for the ocean aninéls,
head bulding made of 2 giant
head, a monoral building, or
dinosaur building! I the end

e decided on making houses
for all the animals 10 live in.

Aind 50, we begin agai.




