. - A v R
0 ' 0 .' ] b 1, v < A N
m y & y : 1 9
] N “
£
I

The Green Room's Bird Project
2018-2019
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During Free Play, a
child was looKing for
the “green bird” so she
could build a house for
it. Another friend was

using it, so a teacher

wotfered her other birds

in the classroom to
use. More children
started attempting to
build “houses” for the
ditferent birds that
are in the Green
Room. Many children
tried using the
magnatiles to build the
houses, but redlized
the birds were too big
tor the magnatiles! }‘
500n, the idea for d
project was born!




[Fly higher birdiel" sai

Vincent

hese are my ducklings"
uid Shreya, referring fo
he small hollow blocks

"The ducks go in the
river." said Kiran.
Yes| Let's build a
long river for the

"8 ducks” agreed Kai.




— L S, SINEW MATERIALS TO
SCIENCE JOPROVOKE NEW IDEAS

"NeW bird books Eﬁfﬁt&{%fms CARN A G Sensory Table "Nest" ' LT
oo weve fead i (eferoncing the biols m ficianh t the chil D T
“tnoke Usts with dniMren. ot : BRIt =upport the chi dr(?n. the teachers turned the sensory bin into a big
“Birds we know* K P est"for a||“01c the birds! The children explored the different sticks, pine, feathers,
.\”i‘%*esf‘-? "“’e need for a i of i and "nests.” Teachers nearby wondered with the children, "What do you think we
;‘é‘f‘:’%ﬁi@w St s s ", ; need to make a nest?" "What birds will live in this nest?"
o dussadin crt s s,
bt (woning, J: b The children started noticing more pictures of different types of birds around
[W = SOC == f the classroom. Soon children began asking what types of birds they were. The
Fonther arl's mave o el ' + : teachers researched the different names of the birds with the children, and t_he
t’?\)‘rrac\i Csoz‘)lﬂ e oo L t?%r%?}c:ma in hildren began using these names within the classroom. Am?zing! S?on, the blr'ds
b "movément = sod, Tl g st for Hhem &'}::dj m':ch i b nade their way to the big nest and the children began creating stories and asking
% ~ Wadde [ Sttt B0, i Fg&"?:‘ﬁ;?}& [ more questions about these birds.




The teachers looked in the Library, and found s,
many books about birds! The teachers decidedt
fill the Green Room bookshelf with bird books|
Some of the books were: Duckie's Ducklings by
Frances Perry, There is a Bird on Your Head, Th
Pigeon Needs a Bath and The Pigeon Gets a Hg
Dog by Mo Willems, Birds by Kevin Henkes ang |
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell. The teachers wi
continue to bring in more books about birds for{
children to discover more information about bird =

‘ sorting bird gar
colored birds



Eeather Art"

ihechildren visited the Art Center, and first sat tﬁg’ethéfio read
1 itds'by Kevin Henkes. The children learned that birds have many
flifferent kinds of feathers and many different colors! At one point in
he story, there is a picture of what it would look like if birds' tail
eathers acted as paintbrushes and left their colors in the sky. The
f€achers wondered if the children could do that with their own
iieathers! Each child received a feather to dip into watercolors and
&paint" with it. The children gently used the feathers to create many
different marks they thought a bird would make while flying! Some
& A children stayed in one space, while others decided they needed to

P s

Rchildren noticed trays of colorful feathers, paintbrush
teachers wondered with the children about the dif e
saw, and if they should add feathers onto their-.feav 1
f_hildren decided they did want to do this. SoQ  many dift

colored feathers were all over the painting. "Th !

'bird" said one child! The children created a very
_( feather art" using their bird explorat.ign_a; :
| developing their hand eye coordinatio ,? 1




CONNECTION TO NEW
MATERIALS

:»’r.

"Birdhouses"

R The children started building more intricate bil B o cach side. A toacherw
e houses and nests for all these new birds! After children would test t
2\ | / __ reading more books on birds, the children are

2 , discovering that some birds live in nests "dowr
_tow" and other nests are "up high" and are usin
,"\'Fhis information when building their structures
"_ the classroom and gym. They also really are ta
care and displaying great amounts of empathy
towards all of the birds in the classroom and

making sure that the new bird houses and nes K
N ] are "safe" places for them. s |




Building "Trees"
Since the children were so interested in building

birdhouses, the teachers brought in sticks, pine, and
feathers for the children to use
expand on their ideas. Soon they were building
their own “trees” to be displayed around the
classroom for the birds to visit.

with model magic to

“Bird's Nest Salad”

During Food Science the children made a salad
filled ‘ arrots, zucchini, and cucumber with an
avocado, Greek yogurt, and lemon dressing! The

children all had the opportunity to try the
ingredients individually first, Then the Children.used
;'wrrfr“eni tools to transform the ingredients into
“hay,” “grass,” “sticks,”and other materlalls' needed
for a bird's nest! The children used a julienne
peeler, vegetable peeler, and a spiral(zer. to crea‘Fe
the different shapes. Not only did the children enjoy
making the salad, but so many LOVED what they
d made! Yum!!




all the new birds and
Bting so all of the childs

this amazing discoveryl She
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jehers then revisited this chart and graphed the numbers. They ™
d the question and counted again, and then showed the children
bar chart. The teachers explained what this chart was called. The
ers asked the children. "Which one is taller? or Which one has ™
The children each had the opportunity to point to the side that
¢ or see that one side was "bigger" than the other. The teachers
d the children that the "yes" side had 5. which is more than 4 =
on the "no" side.

“CONNECTION TO HOM
"' Charfing and Graphing

The teachers wrote the children a i
®4orning Message before they came to |
gtchool. They asked the children if they

saw a bird on their way to school. The

[ |
® children then were able to place a
. sticker on the chart. ]
O
o
o
|
|
[ |
. O
Later, the teachers brought th .
| into the classroom. Togethe
read the words on the chart -
N . children. They they counted k
. many stickers under "yes" andf " ]
many stickers were under "no." The
1 wrote the numbers 5 and 4 un |m
; appropriate side.




'EXPANSION OF KNOWLEDGE
~ "Birds We Know'

The teachers asked the children to
name the different birds they knew.
As each child said a word, a
teacher wrote it on the list. The
teachers also helped remind the
children by encouraging them to
look at the pictures in the room. at
the books, or at the stuffed birds to
remember more birds. Soon the list
grew and grew! Everybody then
went on a "hunt" in the classroom

"Nest" Materials #j

"| am making a nest. |
need sticks and leaves
and feathers." said

to see if they recognized any more
birds. “A penguin!* said so many
children! The teachers asked if we
should add it to the list. "Yes!" they

said. After it was finished. the irds We  Koow
children counted all of the birds on “Folcon  Hummaghrd
the list. The children named fen 2“\3'? ; :%g:\gum
birc.i‘s! Wow! Watching the children . c(;m\(:‘;ee
ufilize the information they have - Pigen ol
4 ; . s‘mrow ' |
been exploring is such an - Chicken ;

Impressive and amazing moment to

be a part of! k i



"What Do We Need For a Nest?"

The teachers decided to ask the children about nests again. In the

beginning. the children had a hard time figuring out what exacly wey
info a nest. but now they had many answers! After reading so many
oooks and playing in the sensory table. the children knew exactly whai T
needed for the nestl If they needed a reminder. the children fook 't (P
over to the Sensory Table to see what else they might need for a nesil
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e%qg - dnreya

-
Sticks - W

leaves - Kivan
bwwdies: Wil
feathers - Shy eya
Qaper - Vincent 1 Kirar

spider web- Kai




Art Farm Visit

A the culminating event to wrap up our Bird Project. the teachers invited the Art
Form to come fo the Green Room so the children could have the opportunity to
teract with REAL birds! Ms. Paige brought Clair the Dove. Quincy the Quail. and

Pancake the Gecko. First. Ms. Paige gave each child a feather and asked them
what they knew about this item. She also asked the children "Where do birds
sleep?" The children knew many answers fo these questions after all of their

investigations with birds
She also showed the children a chicken egg. quail egg. and a pigeon egg. The
children noticed that each one was different!
Then each child was able to touch and hold each animal.  The children loved
seeing and holding a real bird! .

Ms. Paige also brought a gecko which comes from an egg. She asked The C.h'ldren'

"How do we know it is not a bird?" The children were able to help identify

differentiating features between the two animals. even though they both come from

eggs!




This was such dn amazing dnd‘rich
experience for the children after
spending $o nuch time playing,
exploring, dnd learning about birds!

\We hope you have enjoyed this
ble project ds much ds We

havell 10 gl




